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“Non-Traditional Trademarks”

The Act for Partial Amendment to the Patent Act and Other Acts (Act No.36 of 2014),
which included expansion of subjects to be protected by trademarks and was enforced
on April 1, 2015, has newly enabled registration of non-traditional trademarks, such as
motion trademarks, hologram trademarks, color trademarks, sound trademarks, and
position trademarks. As of the end of December 2016, 1,446 applications for
registration of non-traditional trademarks had been filed, out of which 183 trademarks
were registered. It would be highly expected that non-traditional trademarks would play
a great role in brand strategies as an eloquent communication for brand which could be

more effective than words.
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